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bank of the Vistula, whilst Gardanne seconded him from the
direction of the canal.

At 10 p.m., 12 boats, containing 300 men in all, pushed
off from the left bank, followed shortly by a second detach-
ment. Landing nnperceived, the French stormed two
redoubts, driving their defenders to the south end of the
island. At the same time, the Kalk redoubt was attacked
and taken. The enemy's retreat was cut off by Gardanne,
who had crossed the canal. The second detachment, from
the left bank, was equally successful in capturing a large
redoubt. All the works on the island were seized in
succession, the garrison being almost entirely destroyed or
captured. Surrounded as they were, escape was scarcely
possible.

The island was a most valuable prize; it was promptly
fortified, and its guns turned against Danzig, the defences of
which they took in reverse. A bridge of rafts joining it to
the left bank, just below the angle of the river, was hurried
on.* The flying bridge connecting Danzig with the island
was gallantly cut adrift, by a miner named Jacquemart,
under a heavy fire.

The works and palisades of the Hagelsberg were at last
suffering severely from the heavy fire of the besiegers, and, on
the 7th, the crowning of the covered way, opposite the salient
of the ravelin, was successfully effected in the face of a storm
of grape, which cost the French 100 men. The situation of
the mines constructed by the besieged was discovered, and
they were occupied.

The defenders of the covered way were forced, by the
fire of two batteries, to evacuate the whole of that part of it,
except a blockhouse in the re-entrant angle of the right face
of the ravelin.

* Kirgener (p. 18) summarises the advantages of the capture of the island
and the Kalfc redoubt as: (a) the improved reverse fire which was possible from
the island; (&) the saving of the necessity for numerous traverses in the trenches
to protect the workers from the enfilading fire from the Kalk redoubt.